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1. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that Neighbourhood Watch Victoria (NHWV) and its affiliated
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) Groups maintain strict political neutrality in all their operations,
communications, and public engagements.

This policy safeguards NHWV's reputation, independence, and community trust by preventing any
real or perceived political bias or endorsement.

2. Scope

This policy relates to the use of all forms of branded communication and applies to
all employees, volunteers and contractors (referred to throughout as
representatives) of Neighbourhood Watch in Victoria.

3. Approvadl

This policy was issued under the authority of the Board of Neighbourhood Watch
Victoria Incorporated and represents the current policy of NHWV until it is revised or
rescinded.

4. Guiding Principles
4.1 Non-Endorsement
NHW must not, directly or indirectly:
e Endorse or oppose any political party, candidate, or policy position. This does not preclude
supporting a position taken by the Government (see clause 4.2);

e Participate in political fundraising or campaigning;

e Permit NHW resources, logos, platforms, or communication channels to be used for political
purposes.

4.2 Engagement with Government
NHW may:
e  Work constructively with the government of the day when initiatives align with NHW Victoria’s

mission to build safer communities through crime prevention;

e Engage in such cooperation in an apolitical and non-partisan manner.

4.3 Support for Crime Prevention Initiatives
Local NHW groups may:
e Express support for community safety or crime prevention initiatives;

e Ensure any support is free from political comment or reference to any political party.

4.4 Acknowledging Political Support

Local NHW groups may accept limited support (e.g. newsletter printing or event assistance) from a local
Member of Parliament (MP), provided that:
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The acknowledgment is restricted to the MP’s name and title only;
A small photograph may be included without any party logo or reference;

The format follows the approved acknowledgment example in the NHW Volunteers Operation
Manual.

4.5 Attendance at NHW Meetings and Events

NHW discourages attendance by politicians or political candidates at meetings convened to assess
community interest or establish NHW groups.

The current local MP may attend such meetings by invitation only.
NHW representatives may attend events hosted by a local MP if:
o Attendance is consistent with this policy, and
o The MP is acknowledged only by name and position, not party affiliation.

NHW representatives must not attend or speak on behalf of NHW at events that are party-political or
hosted by political lobbyists.

4.6 Party Political Activities
If any NHW representative chooses to participate in political activity:

They must do so in a personal capacity only;
They must not use NHW branding, logos, titles, or affiliations;

They must not imply NHW endorsement in any form.

4.7 Photography and Media

Caution must be exercised when being photographed with politicians, particularly during pre-
election periods;

NHW representatives should avoid situations where photographs, quotes, or social media posts
could suggest NHW endorsement of a politician, party, or policy.

6. Compliance and Reporting

All NHW representatives are expected to comply with this policy.

Any suspected or actual breach should be reported to NHW Victoria’s CEO or the Chair of the NHW
Victoria Board.

Breaches may result in disciplinary action, including suspension of representation rights or revocation
of membership in accordance with NHW Victoria’s Rules.

Any breach of this policy must be reported to the CEO, Neighbourhood Watch Victoria
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6. Policy management
This policy is to be reviewed every 12 months.

The CEO and the Board of Neighbourhood Watch Victoria are responsible for reviewing
or making modifications to the policy and publishing exemptions.

7. Breaches

Representatives may be required to remove/delete/destroy/amend communication
material deemed to constitute a breach of this policy or NHWV may take disciplinary action
against the Member in accordance with Clause 19 of the Rules.

8. Authorisation

This policy has been authorised and issued by the Board of Management,
Neighbourhood Watch Victoria and will be reviewed annually or more often if required.

Examples to illustrate the application of the policy

These examples are provided to help NHW Members apply the Political Neutrality Policy in everyday
situations.

Example 1 - Acceptable

Scenario:
The local MP in Renmark prints a Neighbourhood Watch newsletter for the group.

What the group may include:

“Thank you to our local MP, Maria Smith, for supporting the printing of this newsletter.”
What they must NOT include:

“Thank you to Maria Smith from the Green Alliance Party.”

“Re-elect Maria Smith — she supports safer streets!”

Example 2 — Not Acceptable
(Political comment on social media)

Scenario:
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A volunteer posts on the NHW Bordertown Facebook page during a state election:
“Make sure you choose leaders who take crime seriously!”

Why this breaches the policy:
It is political commentary that could influence voting decisions, even without naming a party or candidate.

Example 3 — Not Acceptable
(Political party logo in email signature)

Scenario:

A volunteer from NHW Cunnamulla is also a member of a political party. When sending emails about an
upcoming NHW meeting, they use their personal email signature, which includes their political party’s logo
and slogan.

Not acceptable:
Using any political party logo, slogan, branding or affiliation in communications about NHW business creates
the impression that NHW supports that political party. This breaches political neutrality.

Correct approach:
The volunteer must remove all political branding and use a neutral email signature when communicating on
behalf of NHW.

Example 4 — Not Acceptable
(Commenting on a public post using the NHW group Facebook profile)

Scenario:

A volunteer administrator of the NHW Creswell Facebook page comments on a public post about a proposed
local council policy but accidentally uses the official NHW group profile instead of their personal account.
Their comment reads:

“This policy is a bad idea. Our community deserves better!”

Why this breaches the policy:
This is political commentary. Posting it from the NHW profile makes it appear as an official NHW position,
which is not permitted.

Correct approach:
NHW pages must never comment on political issues. Volunteers may comment privately from their own
personal profiles, but never on behalf of NHW.

Example 5 — Not Acceptable
Scenario:
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A local councillor invites NHW volunteers to join their campaign launch.

Not allowed:

Attending the event wearing NHW branded clothing or speaking as an NHW representative.

Allowed:

A volunteer may attend as a private citizen, without NHW branding, and without speaking on behalf of NHW.
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